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APPLIC TION FOR A *DECISION/REVIEW

(PUBLICATIONS ACT, 1974)

Director of Publications
Private Bag 9069
Cape Town,
3000
1 hereby submit to you the publicatidn or object described hereunder and-—

*accompanying this application
#being FOrwarded T0 YOU DY ..o e s e
for examination and a decision whether the publication or object is within the opinion of a committee referred to

in section 4 (1) of the Pablications Act, 1974, undesirable or not.

LT P A SCHOLTZ 1978-03-29

Applicant Date

* Delete whichever is not applicable.

A. APPLICANT

1. Name 2. Telephone No.
LT P A SCHOLTZ 29281 x 244
3. Qccupation 4. Nature of business

3 A POLISIE

5. Residential or business address 6. Postal address

PRIVAATSAK X302
PRETORTA

B. PUBLICATION OR OBJECT

7. Name and/or description 8. Subject

PASS MEE A MEATBALL, JONES

&



3]

.

Author or producer 10. Publisher and his address 11. Year and No of edition.
JAMES MATTHEWS BILAC Publishing
House
P O Box 17 1977
ATHLONE, CAPE

12

If it is not practicable to _submit the publication or object {e.g. in the case of a statue), then specify hereunder
the place where the publication or object may be examined by a committee.

13.

PREVIOUS DECISION (complete only in case of an application for a review)

The above-mentioned publication or object was on a previous occasion found to be—

xundesirable by a committee in terms of the Publications Act, 1974;
#undesirable by the Publications Control Board in terms of the Publications and Entertainments Act, 1963;

#indecent or obscene or objectionable by the Publications Control Board in terms of section 113 (3) of the
Customs and Excise Act, 1964, :

Note: If known, specify hereunder the number and date of the Government Gazette in which the above
decision was published,

#Pelete whichever is not applicable.

AMOUNT ENCLOSED R.coccoomicrornicomesorc

Note: (a) The amount payable is-

In respect of an application

fora
decision review
(i) in the case of a drawing, picture, illustration, painting, R R
woodecut or similar representation, print, photograph,
engraving or lithograph, figure, cast, carving, statue or model 1,60 3,00
(ii) in the case of any other publication or object, e.g. a book,
IMAZAZINE, B1C.. . w1 ot v rae v v e et 5,00 25,00

(b) In the case of an application for a decision the amounts are payable only if the applicant is the
producer or distributor of the publication or object.

{©) In the case of an application for a review the amounts are payable by each applicant,
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E. FOR OFFICIAL USE

14, Referred to—

: Initials
chairman of COMMILIEE OB..........o...ooi e
15. REPORT BY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEE
The committee examined the publication or object and found as follows.......... s
........................................... §‘e€-?—5’}?\€m‘->"ﬂ

16. DECISION
The committee decided that the publication or object is—
*not-undesirable;

the Pub?qﬂs Act, 1974,
L ? M"—z

Chairman of Committee

“"%ﬂnd&sirablc within the meaning of section 47 (2)........ (83 .......

- ~s 2
_// Lo
............. L

L]
Delete whichever is not applicable.




s.

The publicetion PASS ME A MEATBALL, JOIES by Janes Matthews
sirable within the msgning of _Sec., 4(-Ze.

PURT: 1. James Matthews is a Coloured writer and poet associated

with fuslim News, published ink A+hlone. This collecticn of Doews;
published in 1977, he describes as "feelings g.thered while held in
detention in Victor Verster Ylaximum Security Frison Pesarl, Sept. -
Dec. 1976",

2., This "gathering of feelings" as it is calied on the cover, contzins
44 short peems. Several of them are entirely innccuous, while others
describe the emotions and frustraticns of a person who is confinad

in a cell , such as hearing doors glang and keys grate(ld); experiencing
the meaningless of time (1l4), boredom{l&), fantasiss (17), slow dying
(18), loneliness{24), sﬁifiing cenfirement (30), death tumughts(ﬁﬁ)
fear(37), despair (33) and the anguish of prison visits (25,29). 11
these expurlences are not abnormal to prisoners , and hsve beesn better
expressed , in some paﬁ% cr other, by works such as Uscar Wilde's
“Ballad of Readi ng faol” {to which refernce is made in 'match of blue'

on p.d) and Plato's Phaedo, telling of.the last hours. of Socrates.

These peoms are not a direct accusztion against prison conditiocns or
warders and police ‘in “outh Afrlca, and cannot be considered undesirsble
under the Act( no. 38: " 2 werder tolls my ftrail® is a marginal case).

3. 'hrere is one poem, howeder, which has undesirable fea tures,and its
prasence in ths CDlLthlOﬁ makes, thﬂ publicaticn as =z wh le unde»

sirable. This is the poem on p. A: "their wesiling was", which goes as
follows - , '
- "their wailing was & wind seeking escape from subterranean torture
chembers removed frem seasrching eves - at firgt loud, then faint

echoes of its loud sound tra pred in bottlenscks j; wails of souls
'su§ferlng punlshment writhing, squirming, screaming, pleading re-
lease from mist entering chambers, wresting frem ther tears as tri-
bute, pain . unendingly infiictod by barsh overlords, cosbollers

of thelr confinement in hellholes along subterranzan chambers."

Since these are obe'rvmtlwns Matthews made while in thes Victor
Verster Prison, it can be concluded thzt he is referring to conditions
in thet prison. These conditions include torturs chembers - subter-
ronean hellboles - inhabited by wailing, squi*ming and scry ming in-
mates. - Even allowing for poetic language and imagery, this peem goes
too far in undermining thé administrstion of law and prisons in
South Africa. !t is the sori of xmEmx poem thet can be resdily token
up in undsrground resistance anthologies together with other -—oems
playing on the alleged torturs thesme.in Scuts African prisons so
BVlle propagaeted by the CDﬁ”UﬂlQﬂES and. the militant left. As such

it is prejudicial tc the peace and good order within the meaning of
"4, It should be qﬁde cilear that the aboves decisicn does not pre vent the
St € acd N .
publication th ems ,other than ths doubtful ones mentionsd ik rRXkax
1eg1t1mate bOka, col ections, anthclogies, magazines or cther publica-~
't1ons. ' ‘ '
X

...,.,.......ﬁ;?i Chairman' ‘m : 19.4.78,




