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There are synopses of the story on the inside flaps of the dust-
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cover and also on the first paze,
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OPINION. It is a difficult case. The subject matter of the book
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is of speecial interest to Socuth Africans and seems to be reasonably
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accurate historically. Though not sirictly a work of literature, it
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is a pureiy episodic "thriller", it is well enough written to be
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highly entertaining and would undoubtedly have a bilg sale amongst
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the general public. It is very easy to read.
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However, some of the sexw-eplisodes seem definitely pornographic in
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The language is sometimes
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.offensive, There is also a great deal of violence and bloodshed
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intention and effect (see esp. pp. 46-8).
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2, References to pages on which appear passages congidered to be inde-
cent, obscene or objectionable in terms of the Act.
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(b) Lawlessness, murder and sadisSm seeesenscssoan

(¢) White slavery and prostitubion ese.23h.oee..
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399,

Sexual intercourse ..,..,o,ﬁﬁn.zan,%Q%%
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Deseription of women's bodies L A6-Ts 149, ...

(@) Other objectionable eatures seoossccocsnooso

(e) Blasphemous and objectionable language 49:76,217

(£) OfTensive intermingling sesesccoancscss
(g) Subversive propagindd sesesvescsevrsane
() Objectionable advertisements seoeosassos
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General remarks and opinion:

.. de8oribed with relish and brutal, fighting, sometines, held up for,,
admiration (see e.g. pp. 359-61). In view of these considerations
a.tll.iunoc-oovuotouoln-oono-oo-aoenoann&anoonoouqueaooeoooooonnennon.l
espe01ally its small literary mer } I recommend, with some he 281 ta-
[ IR 1 !ocieo-eo.aatnno.uuuooa.lotoooonnoo ¢ &80 0P OO O DA o8 68 e wae e B L3R 3
£30n y bthat it be banned.
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WILBUR A. SMLUH: whby  dHdl  LLION - FBREUS,

The story of this novel is given in the blurb before the
title pege and on the dust cover. The ,lion" is Sean Courteney,
of splendid physique, reckless and with'strchg appetites which
he ruthlessly gratifies causing suffering to others. One of hils
devoted Zulu followers says to him: "fNkosi. Something always
dies when the lion feeds - and yet thefe is food for those that
follow him," thus explaining the title of the book,.

In Part I, "Natal™, we see Sean growing up on a cattle farm
in Natal together with his frail twin brother Garrick whom he
dominates. By his headstrong disobedience he is the cause that
his brother looses a leg. His ideal is his hard hitting father
who is gecreily proud of his sitrong willed son. They take part
in the Zulu war in which the father loses hig life. Sean is al-
go believed lkilled and when he returns he finds his brother mar—
ried to Anne with whom Sean has had passionate sexual relations
and who is pregnant by him. When she wantonly wants %o continue
the affair he disappears leaving his share of the farm and all
his cattle to his brother's first born.

In Part IIL, "Witwatefsrand", we see him in partnership with
the equally tough Duff Gharleywéod amassing & fortune in the gold-
rush and by running a brothel. Iricked by the sinister sl& Hradsky
they loose everything and set out to make a new gtart, Duff as a
prospector, Sesn ag an ivory hunter. Duff dies a terrible death
of Tables, Sean woos and marries Katrina the daughter of a Dutch
farmer. After a last fling in his old haunts in the city of gold
he intends to settle down but Nemesis catches up with him when his
wife, whom he truly loves and has nursed through a nearly fatal
attaok of blackwater fever, in her condition of physical and men-
tal depression suspects him of being unfaeithful with Cendy, a
friend of the hectic gold rush dsys who is in love with him. With

nis son and faithful Zulu servantis he starts = new trek.

This is a racy story of violent action, ruthless fighting,
bloodshed, brutal sexual indulgence; entirely extrovert, it is

an historical novel which is really a thriller., It has no real
liter ary meri¥ but in a clever way supplies j ?'reading
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with an open eye to the?taste of a wide public and will undoubted-
ly suceeed in appealingnzhe type of reader it caters for.

Unfortunately the author indulges in offensive sex episodes
and references to sex which in their drastic description Go not
convince as functional but in $rneir would-be daringness belong
to hig apparatus for giving this novel the popular appeal of
a "tough book". We refer to pages 46-49; T0-72; 117; 1403 149;
1805 186; 227; 250; 274-275; 282; 284; 286; 303-304; 383-384;
399. The same applies to the use of sacriligious, obscene and
offensive language. We refer %o pages T6; 83; 963 127; 168;
1TL; 2063 2L7; 2205 243; 258; 368, Brutal fighting is deserie
ved with relish and held up for admiration (eg. p. 359-361) and
the cruel scene of "giving them the wheel" (p, 198-~199) verges
on sadism. " o

For these reasons we regret %o have to ban this book as
"indecent, obscene, offensive and harmful to public morals"
(section 5.2.(a) of Act no. 26 of 1963 and also as "blaspﬁe—
mous and offensive to the reéligious eonvictionior.féelings
of any section of the inhabitants of the Republic" (Section
5.2.(c))e "
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Whebé the Lion Feeds .

Bk wil nle weersens dle twyfelagtlghede bl&dsymgewy opnoen
nie: dit 'is reeds ulbvoexlg gedoen 1n dle vcrslde van die
voorsmtterg ven' prof H&rvey en ultvoerlger nOﬂ cin die van .
prof. Grové. Ek volsta&ﬂ daarom me% 'n paar algemene oorweglngu.

{a) Die’ boek kan'pelfs met die bbste wil teg wer@ld nie
as literatudr’ beskcu word nie Dlt is ’n by tye heeltem&l vlot
geskrewe spannlngsverhaal volﬂans dle beproefde resep geweld,
seks, ontug, brassery en dan Lelkens dl@ entlmentele "hang-overt
(vegl. o.m. hfst. 27) wat egter noomt 1n Sﬁadt 15 om diepgang
aan die’ verhadl te gee nie. Vgl Sean se reak51e Op 8y ervaring
in skag nommer drle,:op die dood van sy vrlond Dqu, op die
dood wvan sy vrou. Veral 1. & geval ig 'n tlplese voorbeald
van die outeur sp'magtelooshelﬂ om reg te laat geskled san
werklik 1ngrypende gebeurtennwse. Na Krlstzna se melodramatiese
doodgpriéng is dit vir Sean as of alleu:“"all the dreams and
the laudhter and the 1ove”, VGIby is, Dan vrd die klld’\"@h\ are
you squessing met so harﬁ DaddyQ" Dan ontspan die kragtlge
Sean, hy kyk na die klnd op sy ekoot en besef NI Was not
finished .... it was onlv a’ new beglnnlng " Die clzohm~oploasmnd
vir die cliché-gitudsis, ' _

{p) Fk het op hlerdnu uentlmenteln stertkw1upellngu 1ngeg
omdat ek dasrvan oortulg is dat &mﬂ Verdedlgerg ven. hlerdle
boek %ﬁén wys 0P dlnge S008x dl@ om die boek Se goele trou
te bewys. Hulle sl ook wys op dle "m001"7verhoud1ng" tusoen
Boer en Brit, tussen die witmen en die Bantoe, dle goedigheid
en selfs die b&Sl@SB goecheld van lemand seos Oandy. Mear dit is
in werklikheid alles "candy" ‘aulker tr001mel Wt maar al te gou
op die tong smelt. '

(c) Die boek is, blykens ?oorantartlkels 'n "hes t~'e?ler". En
geen wonder nie. Hy is ges ituesr in Suild-Afrika, daar word
gehikkeixenzgeury geblaokei en gevry en geskiet.mwm Die leser
hoef nie die gebeure in 'n vorige hoofstuk vas te hou nie -
die hele opset is episodies (hoe ver is miex Sean se Natalse




| vériéae nie alreeds -in Sean se Witwatersrandse jare nie!). Die
styi, insoverre as wat 'n mens die woord hier in die mond mag
neem, is vlot en vlak . Al hierdie dinge verseker die boek van
'yi baie breg en‘gedifferensie@rde leéérspﬁbliek, Ook jong Jjongmense
gaan hom verslind. En dan word situasies soos dié wat uiteengesit
word op bv. bl. 72 onverdedigbaar. Oor d4it% wat bier gebeur
geen sweempie van afkeuring nie._Imt&endaél, op die
betrokke growwigheid volg.'ﬁ uiters poétie@e dorgang na die
normale geslagsdaad: "Filling llke a sail in a hurricane..."
Dit is 'n baie. verskuilde vorm,van goedprdtery, van "normalisering".
Bk kan my nie vecorstel dat dit ‘n hellsame 1nvloed guan hé
op die waarskynlike 1eserskr1ng wat ongetwyfeld in ho¥ mate uit
tienderjariges saamgestel sal wees nie. ]

(4) Die boek is . nie werklik so "tough" as wat hy wil
voorgee nie. . Wanneer Sean b.v. in 'n gevew betrokxe raak
(voorbeelde is Sean oe&geldmd&kwgejegte op_dle Rand, sy
"epiese' baklelery met sy aaﬁsyaande'swaer) het 'n mens heeltyd
die gevoel dat dit faan soos in die films: die ster se plek
word ingeneem deur 'n "stunt"-deskundige wat bp'gévaarliké
en kwetsuurlike oomblikke in die bresse ﬁree‘SDdat die
mxgx manlike held se pragtige profiel ongeskonde mag bly,
Die vergelykings wamrop Grové wys (bv. die "menstrual odour®
op bl. 96, dié van die orgasme ens.) is mxxwﬁmxs"pmﬁxxﬁﬁ .eweneens
vals. Is dit wasarskynlik dat dle jong Garrlck die beeld van
die "menstrual odour" sal ge oru1k of dat dlabetrekllk
ongeukgglde Sean met sy vriend Duff 'n gesprek oor homoseksualisme
sal aanknoop. Al hlerale dinge dul op die voelentukar?kter
van die gewasgde dinge. ﬂulle kom nie uit dl@ k&rdkteru uit
voort nie, dit is die xmmkxwazydxexammﬁmngaxsmanlxkxx outpur'
se bydrae . Hulle is nie ingebou in die verhaal nie, hulle
vervul dieselfde funksie as.ﬁiﬂ}'n prikikelendé illustrasie
“wat -noolt waar gemask word nie,.‘ | |
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Smith: When the lion feeds,

Rapport.

B glo nie 'n mens ken s€ dat hierdie boek bloot met die 00g op seksuele prik=
keling geskrywe is nie, Daarvoor is daar te vesl debail van 'n nogal uibeerlopend
aard. Wat ons m.i. wel kan beweer is dab die aksend deurgaans op die sensasio=
nele val, dat die verhaal geen inmerliks noodwendigheid besit nie maar bloot

op een gruwelike voorval ma die ander steun om aan die gang te bly: buite-ggbe=
like gemeenskap, corlog, aanranding, bloed, vuisgevegte, sadisme, dronkenskap,
selfmoord. Die seksude vorm maar een van die elemsnte 1in hierdie ongesonds
skouspel,

Daar is 'n goele kwota sekstonele, sommige nogel uitvoerip beskryf. Paarty van

hulle sal miskien verdedig kan word, maar dasr is veral drie wat vir nmy op die

randjie af is: :

(a) Di€ op bl. 7L en 72, veral die eerste twee paragrawe op bl, 72, Hier het ons
met n perversiteit te make, veral as ons daaraan dink dat dit jongmense
is, Bou hisrdie twee karskbers so optree in die lig van die voorstell ing
wat die boek van hulle tot op daardie stadhum pegee het? Of probeer die
skrywer eksira ,kick' aan sy beskrywing gee?

(b)Die geval op bl, 117 is al erg, maar nog valser en skokkender is dié op
bl, 284, Die vrou wat haar hisr so wulps oorgee, is een wab veronderstel
is om tog iets van 'n integriteit te besit, iemand wat veronderstel is om
diep geskok te wees, wat nog diep-in besorg is oor die welstand van die man
wat haar bedrieg het. Leb op hoe die brutaliteit van haap oorgawe spreck
uit die taal:hurt me deep, cobra-headsd, Lore off, bayonebing through the
soft veil, en dan die brown smudges. As ons hierdie passagis, konbekstueel
gesien, nie kan afkeur nie, kan ons niks afkeur nis, Hy is sleg =- sedelik,
en S'tilistiesaoo gI'Of-
(c)Bl. 399. Weer 'n corgawe. Oénskynlik gsbeur dit met skroom en fyngevoel ip=

eid. Dis dimers iets van die hart, Goed, Masry dan verrasi die skrywer
hom weer in sy styl meb die enkele prikkelends debail: She slipped the
bubtons and her clothing fell away -~ die love het 5 lerve!  geword,

Hiermes is ons by die styl van die boek, £n hierin reken ek moct ons anbwoord
18 as daar peredeneer word dat die bosk masr ret getrou is aan 'n harde, on=’
verfynde tyd, Som 'n argument gaan nie op nie. Ons beswaar is nie teen die
gruwelike materiasl as sodanig nie, maar teen die growwe, ongenuanseerde, cru
hanbtering daarvan, die valsheid., Bewyse:

(a)Die talle vergelykings wat geen hydrae lewer nie maar slegs bereken is
daarop om te skok: bl, 96 (menstrual odour), bl. 217 ( die beeld ven die
hoer), bl. 226,bl, 230 { orgasme), bl, 243, bl, 257, bl. 369 { wat is die
visuele of psigologies betekenis van so 'n beeld; dis bloot banaal), bl,
401

(b)Die cmodig, terloopse skuins woordjies en daggdjies wat boon dat die
monster nie diep ondar dis opperviakbe 1€ nie:140(die gedagbebesld wvan
Sean), 180, 186 ( volkome onnodig vir die verhaal), 189,275,439,

(c)Die growwe terminologie, bv, die dierevergelykings waar die die geslaps=
lewe van mense raak (303, 48), die stereotipe sanbieding. Let bv, hoe
gkrape op dis rug en bloed telkens noet blyk gee van vurige HEKENXE seksuz
ele reaksie aan die kanbt van die vrou(l77,284).
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